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13 of 13 review helpful Unconventionally thought provoking loved it By Jean Brandt I loved this book though it will 
be hard for me to articulate just exactly why I will however try The book is very unconventional Mr Orner has a love 
of the short story and though there are a few novels mentioned within this memoir there are far more short stories The 
book is kind of a mix of review of story information a A National Book Critics Circle Award finalist in Criticism 
Stories both my own and those I rsquo ve taken to heart make up whoever it is that I rsquo ve become rdquo Peter 
Orner writes in this collection of essays about reading writing and living Orner reads and writes everywhere he finds 
himself a hospital cafeteria a coffee shop in Albania or a crowded bus in Haiti The result is a book of unlearned 
meditations that stumbles into mem Praise for Am I Alone Here A National Book Critics Circle Award finalist in 
Criticism ldquo What Orner ponders is the oscillation between reading and living concentrating on the moment when 
we look up from the page Reading tak 
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