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Burke: 

Democracy is the most monstrous of all governments because it is impossible at once to act and control and 
consequently the Sovereign Power is then left without any restraint whatever That form of government is the best 
which places the efficient direction in the hands of the aristocracy subjecting them in its exercise to the control of the 
people at large mdash Sir James Mackintosh The intellectual homage of more than half a century has assigned to 
Edmund About the Author Edmund Burke III is Professor of History at the University of California Santa Cruz He is 
the editor of Rethinking World History Essays on Europe Islam and World History by Marshall G S Hodgson 1993 
and co editor with Ira Lapidus of 
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