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range of women from Sylvia Plath and Joan Didion to Anna Nicole Smith and Amber Rose consumes their personal 
stories and the work they rsquo ve created and makes astute connections between these women and herself Massey 
does all of this with brilliance and grace maintaining appropriate balances between self Alana Massey s prose is to 
brutal honesty what a mandolin is to a butter knife she s sharper she slices thinner she shows the cross section of a 
truth so deftly so powerfully and cannily it s hard to look away and hard not to feel that something has shifted in you 
for having read her Leslie Jamison New York Times bestselling author of The Empathy Exams ALL THE LIVES I 
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measure and Massey s sharp and poignant writing solidify her place as one of the best cultural critics of her generation 
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