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0 of 0 review helpful A Twentieth Century Non Fiction Classic By William R Liesman This book of essays is a 
delight to read for anyone interested in invoking the 1960 s in America The writing is complex but flawless Didion is a 
master observer The words are carefully measured and impressively assembled The choice and arrangement of the 
essays is not clear but this is a book you can tuck into your travel bag or Kindle The first nonfiction work by one of the 
most distinctive prose stylists of our era Joan Didion s Slouching Towards Bethlehem remains decades after its first 
publication the essential portrait of America particularly California in the sixties It focuses on such subjects as John 
Wayne and Howard Hughes growing up a girl in California ruminating on the nature of good and evil in a Death 
Valley motel room and especially the essence of San Francisco s Haig ldquo In her portraits of people Didion is not 
out to expose but to understand and she shows us actors and millionaires doomed brides and naive acid trippers left 
wing ideologues and snobs of the Hawaiian aristocracy in a way that makes them neither villa 
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