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1 of 1 review helpful Stifle that yawn By M Feldman This little book has been sitting on my shelf for a while I ve 
dipped into it on a couple of occasions always to put it down I m a great admirer of Anne Fadiman s The Spirit 
Catches You and You Fall Down so I couldn t quite figure out why Ex Libris did not hold my attention even though 
some of the essays are delightful Since the third time is reputed Anne Fadiman is by her own admission the sort of 
person who learned about sex from her father s copy of Fanny Hill whose husband buys her 19 pounds of dusty books 
for her birthday and who once found herself poring over her roommate s 1974 Toyota Corolla manual because it was 
the only written material in the apartment that she had not read at least twice This witty collection of essays recounts a 
lifelong love affair with books and language For Fadi com The subtitle of Anne Fadiman s slim collection of essays is 
Confessions of a Common Reader but if there is one thing Fadiman is not it s common In her previous work of 
nonfiction The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down she brought both 
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