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51 of 53 review helpful for they allow us to gain a better understanding of how far our society has come By Jayah This 
autobiography was assigned to me when I was a junior in high school Three years later as a sophomore in college I 
was asked to read the book again for my class on Black Thought and Literature I wish that I had taken the time to slow 
down and analyze Frederick Douglass narrative from a literal analytic This Modern Library Paperback Classics edition 
combines the two most important African American slave narratives into one volume Frederick Douglass s Narrative 
first published in 1845 is an enlightening and incendiary text Born into slavery Douglass became the preeminent 
spokesman for his people during his life his narrative is an unparalleled account of the dehumanizing effects of slavery 
and Douglass s own triumph over it Like Douglass Harriet Jacobs was From Library Journal Published in 1861 this 
was one of the first personal narratives by a slave and one of the few written by a woman Jacobs 1813 97 was a slave 
in North Carolina and suffered terribly along with her family at the hands of a ruthless owner 
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